
Public Health Toolkit for Avian Influenza 
The following pages contain a series of factsheets containing educational materials for poultry producers, 
responders, and anyone who may have been exposed to a zoonotic (or potentially zoonotic) strain of 
Avian Influenza (AI). Avian Influenza A viruses do not normally infect people. However, sometimes 
influenza A viruses that normally infect poultry and can spread among birds can cross over and cause 
illness in another species, including humans. Rarely, human infections with AI viruses can happen when 
virus in the air from droplets or dust is inhaled or ingested by a person in close contact with affected 
poultry or an avian influenza A virus contaminated environment. The spread of AI viruses from one sick 
person to another has been reported very rarely, but because avian influenza A viruses could change and 
gain the ability to spread easily between people, monitoring for human infection is very important. The 
following factsheets should be customized to include contact information for the Department of Public 
Health in your state. More information can be found at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
website: https://www.cdc.gov/flu/avianflu/avian-in-humans.htm.  

  

https://www.cdc.gov/flu/avianflu/avian-in-humans.htm
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Background on Human Health Risks Associated with Avian Influenza 
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What Poultry Producers Can Do to Prepare for an Avian Influenza Outbreak 
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What Poultry Producers May Expect from Public Health during an Avian Influenza Outbreak 
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Symptoms of Avian Influenza in People 
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Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) Recommendations for All Persons Working on Farms 
Infected with Avian Influenza* 

 

*Appropriate procedures for donning (putting on) and doffing (taking off) PPE should be followed to 
ensure AI virus is not carried off of the premises; individuals should follow site-specific protocols and 
biosecurity procedures. More information can be found at: http://www.cfsph.iastate.edu/Emergency-
Response/Just-in-Time/04-PPE-Donning-HANDOUT.pdf and http://www.cfsph.iastate.edu/Emergency-
Response/Just-in-Time/04-PPE-Doffing-HANDOUT.pdf.  

http://www.cfsph.iastate.edu/Emergency-Response/Just-in-Time/04-PPE-Donning-HANDOUT.pdf
http://www.cfsph.iastate.edu/Emergency-Response/Just-in-Time/04-PPE-Donning-HANDOUT.pdf
http://www.cfsph.iastate.edu/Emergency-Response/Just-in-Time/04-PPE-Doffing-HANDOUT.pdf
http://www.cfsph.iastate.edu/Emergency-Response/Just-in-Time/04-PPE-Doffing-HANDOUT.pdf
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Antiviral Recommendations for Persons Working on Farms Infected with Avian Influenza 
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